PIN. 678. 


CONFIDENTIAL: To_be treated as strictly confidential until released for publi- 


a ne a a ee 


cation as follows:- 


EVENING PAPERS .. THURSDAY, 20th JANUARY, 1938. 
MORNING PAPERS FRIDAY, 21st JANUARY, 1938. 





EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT - DECEMBER QUARTER, 1937. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer 
some indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia 
have been issued by the Cummonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 


Employment in Factories: The estimated number of persons employed 
in Australian factories in 1936-37 was 15% greater than in the pre-depression years 
of 1928-29, and 6% greater than in the year 1935-36. When the growth in employee 
population is taken into account, the 1936-37 index-number was 4% greater than the 
1928-29 and the 1935-36 figures, which were equal. During 1936-37 the latter index 
steadily for the first six months, and for the second six months remained steady at 
a level about 7% higher than the average for 1935-36. During the first five months 
of 1937-38 this index rose by a further 7% on the average for 1936-37. 


The following are the estimated percentage increases in factory 
employment from November, 1936 to November, 1937 (the latest month for which figures 
are available for all States):- New South Wales, 9.63 Victoria, 7.4; Queensland, 
7.4; South Australia, 7.3; Western Australia, 0.9; Tasmania, 1.7; Australia, 

8.7 (or, taking account of the growth of employee population, 6.1) 3 


Employment_in Retail Stores: The index-numbers for Australia for 
the year 1936-37 indicate a 25% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the first 
date for which figures are available), and a 6% increase since 1935-36. When the 
growth of employee population is taken into account increases are 20% since July, 
1933 and 5% since 1935-36. During the first five months of 1937-38 there was a 
rise of 2h in the Australian retail employment index (adjusted) above the average 


level of 1936-37. 


The following are the estimated percentage changes in employment in 
retail stores from November, 1936 to November, 1937 (the last month for which 
figures are available for all States):- New South Wales, +4.93; Victoria, +2.9; 
Queensland, -0.93; South Australia, —3 Western Australia, —; Tasmania, +5.0; 
Australia, +3.2 (or, taking account of the growth of employee population, +1.7). 


New Matter: The table on page 4 showing the masculinity percentages 
of persons employed in factories has been extended to include monthly figures from 


wey LOS 5%. 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a 
(BASE: Average for year 1928-29 = 100) 
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Bays , - : divided b 
eriod New South Wales Victoria | Queensland Augivaloa | Australie Tasmania Unadjusted Pe ae 
PRGeD, Population 
ii, 129,539; HK. 98,068;| M. 35,581; w. 7,703; |M. 315,944; 
Number of Employees, 1928-29 F. 44,581: WG eaten! Ie Yr atelaaic 1 raaraslhe {Na ALIS) foe W/c 
een AredeeO T. 149,266 T. 43,436 Ws 95984 fT. 431,981 
EAE MeL SRE ith Fa eis Mel) ida ih aes 


Index for 1926-27 99)}101/102} 89); 99/113)109)'112) 95 a 94/105} 881101}101] 98 


102 





1927-28 100} 98;100}101; 92); 99)1061106!106; 98} 97} 98)107!1104)106}100 
1928-29 100|100} 100 100] 100 {100/100} 106/100} 100} 100!100}100} 100} 100]100 
1929-30 96; 98] 97) 95] 94] 94] 87} 89! 87! 94} 98} 94/105! 99/104 
1930-31 78{ 83} 80) 83; 85| 84) 63} 71} 64) 68) 76} 69] 85) 83] 84 


1931-32 77| 90} SL) TS) Gt) 79) El) Fe) 64) Grr 751 GS 641 (877 65 
1932-33 87 [101 92; 80; 92) 82) 68| 84] 71) 68) 81] 70| 86} 90; 87 
1933-34 96107) 100) 66) 99) 88) 77) 89) 80) 75] 851 77)! 93) 89) 92 
1934-35 106 |113}108} 92)105) 94) 89) 97; Gi} 83] 92} 85)101) 97/100 
1935-36 117 {119)117) 97) 110) 99)104|/ 1101105; 99 106 |100 112; 103 |110)107 
1936-37 122 |119} 121) 104/113 |106/111 sae Pi 105} 108 | 106 18101 114}115 






















OSD = edly: ee 109 j;111]110) 97/104} 98] 99}102/100} 93;100} 94/104! 98/103/102 
August .. AVO (LES 212) GOI TROIFOL) 971105) 99) 981102) 95) 105) 9411021203 
September JMS AEDs | TLIESy nah aL Sy MUON E| SOUL 109 | 102 95}104] 97/106} 934103 ;104 
October .. 116 }120/117)101;114 |104|103/1091104} 98/105} 99/109} 961106/106 
November 118 }122}119] 102 |115 ]104|102]108]103}100/108}101.}113] 98})109;108 
December 118 ]320)119} 98/112 /101}104/110}105| 101] 108 }102}116]1041113]108 






1936 - January .. 116}115}116} 89/104] 92)163|106!104}100}105 }101| 117] 104)114|106 

































February (c )1041118] (¢)107 119};122/120] 921108) °3 107}116/109 102 }105}102/119/122)120/108 

March .. .(¢)105} 122] (¢ )110]122}125]123) 95/112] 98/110]117/111]103/107)104)/119)116]118/110 

April ce 106} 120 109 120/120 LO VOSA eBOS OW seaO Ne a OS OST Oe et Me NO) Sal ede silelehO) 

May ane | 108} 120 113) 120);120 120| 98}110}100| 109} 112) 109] 103) 108) 104); 114} 105}112)110] 119 

June. j OSL 119] 120) 226/128] 1218/100;105 |102 1105] 107] 105/ 10211071203} 123/103] 142/ 120) 116/121 100 | 104 | LoL 
gals (byes 3) ‘iat i SLOW AEA alas 116] 1061104 106/105 104} 105 LOG) LOS LOS TOWN SS) VOSi Aeaie Pale stele aasi@alt 100 101 
August .. ) 110] 116/115] 116/108/112} 109} 104] 106| 104] 105]103] 104 109 SONOS lO) Stes) at ess Ole 101 101 
september ) Not Ten aL eS y PaLAS Teas} luge eae 105] 109/105] 101}109/102}112! 96;108)111/1171113! 101 105 102 
Gepober a J available 114} 1214118] 120] 109/113 }110} 105} 103) 105) 102}109)104) 115; 98)111)113}1171114! 103 104 104 
November ) | DS elAS 117) 121 106 |217/}108} 108} 109] 109] 105) 111)106)120; 99)115}115)/117]135] 104 105 105 
December ) i 114 122/116} 1201 102 116/105] 112/108) 111 105) 112) 106) 120; 102j 116) 114)117 aed 103 104 104 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS 









(Continued } 
| Australia 
a : : South | Western : ; Index divided by 
ee New South Wales Victoria | Queensland Austeaice | husteetia Tasmania unedjusted | mndey of Employee 
ndex 
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M. 
1937 - January .. ) 97 Lee ae 
February ) $6,112] 99}112)118 113] 108 107 116 }121/118 
March .. ) 116 | 102}115}117}115;109!107 1241118 
Repil: .ce ) 110} 103 }127 1120 1181109!110 126/119 
May ae) Not 116} 108 120 
June sant 114/110 120 
July oe 8 available 102 | 107 
August: .« } 121}119 104 | 108 
September  ) 121118 106. > 209 
October .. ) 121] 116 113 | 1094 330 
November ) 121) 116 123 | PO ie 


Number of Factories in Sample 114 92 49 2406 
Percentage of employees in 
sample in 1935-36 54 33 60 53 


(a) The indexes for 1935-36 are based on the final factory returns. From July, 1936 the indexes have been computed on the basis of the 
1935-36 final figures. 


(b} After June, 1936 indexes are based on sample returns. Thereafter male and female indexes for Australia are calculated on the 
assumption that the change in masculinity in the six States is equal to the change in five States, excluding New South ‘ales for 
which sample masculinity figures are not available. 


(c) Industrial dispute involving about 3,000 men. 













MALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS PERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES 
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ee South|,.. ee | South Western 
Vict NIP 
woes ee Ce ae Merial Aa se ees Tasmania | Australia 


66.3 83.8 82.4 Sls f/ 80.2 | (328 


Year 





1926-27 74.8 




















1927-28 74.8 | 66.2 Baca 82.0 Slee Ths W356 
1928-29 74.4 | 65.7 81.9 82.0 81.0 17.2 greed 
1929-30 74.1 | 65.1 81.9 Ske7 80.3 78.2 Tao 
1930-31 test |) 6.4 81.6 80.2 19.3 W135 ted 
1931-32 70.7 | Geren: 80.8 78.6 77.6 76.6 69.5 
1932-33 Fis 62.2 79.8 18.5 Ioan 76.4 69.4 
1933-34 71.5 63.2 79.7 79.8 78.9 717.9 1Oue 
1934-35 71.8 64.1 SN 80.8 79.4 78.0 70.8 
1935-36 72.2 65.3 80.0 81.2 80.1 78.6 thao: 
1936-37(a) nea. 66.4 80.6 82.0 80.6 79.9 (b)72.6 
1935 - July Veet 65.3 80.8 81.6 79.9 78.3 71.9 
August 72.4 | 64.8 80.2 80.9 79.7 79.0 71.5 
September| 72.0 | 64.7 79.8 80.9 79.6 79.5 Ties 
October Milo | 64.8 80.1 81.2 80.0 79.3 (eae 
November Tee.) 850k 80.0 81.1 79.8 79.4 71.4 
December 72.0 65.4 80.0 evel 79.9 ff sve Jk MSS) 
1936 - January Tad 65.9 79.5 81.6 80.3 79.2 Tew 
February 71.8 au USE 80.8 80.4 76.6 ieleat 
March Tete | | Ba5d 79.3 81.1 80.5 Tat yeep 
April 72.0 65.6 79.5 81.4 80.3 1htSt/ 71.6 

May year | 65.6 80.1 82.5 80.2 76.5 Wie t 
June 7205 65.8 81.0 81.8 80.2 foray | 12.0 
July (a) NeBe 66.4 B28 82.3 81.4 79.0 (b)73.0 
August Nae 66.0 81.4 BleY 81.2 80.4 ap 
September| n.a. 65.5 81.2 81.3 79.8 1904 Wat 
October NoBe 66.2 81.4 Ba68 80.0 79.8 yeas 
November NeAe 66.7 80.4 81.9 80.1 80.4 Tat 
December 66.8 80.0 82 4 719.9 80.2 iA 
January 66.8 79.4 83.1 80.7 80.9 ook 
February Nede 66.4 79.4 81.3 81.1 79.4 12.3 
March nae 66.0 79.4 81.8 81.3 78.4 79 
April Nee 65.0 80.7 81.7 80.8 79.8 71.4 

May nea. 67.5 80.4 82.0 80.2 80.2 73.1 
June n.a. 67.9 81.2 82.1 80.6 80.3 73.2 
July NeGe 61<0 81.9 83.0 81.5 80.0 74.1 
August Nee 67.4 81.5 82.7 81.4 80.8 toet 
September| n.a. 67.5 81.5 82.2 80.2 81.5 73.6 
October Ne&e 67.2 81.1 82.8 80.2 80.9 713.2 








November HAS Sate 82.4 79.9 ols 713.4 
n.a. not available 


Note. - This table has been revised to exclude working proprietors. 


(a) From July, 1936 the percentages are based on estimates computed 
from returns from "sample" factories. 


(b) From July, 1936 the percentage for Australia is calculated on the 
assumption that the change in masculinity in the six States is 
equal to the change in five States, excluding New South Wales 
for which sample masculinity figures are not available. 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES 





Base: July, 1933 = 100) 


| | | | fee Australia 





































New | Ges usens South |Western ie Index 
South : 7) Aue Aus- cis . divided by 
Wales |°"*%| tend (ip aiial tralia| mnie Ba gts Index of 
Employee 
Population 
ao ae ie al 
Index for 1933-34 101 102 99 106 104 103 
1934-35 118 106 108 105 108 ay 110 
1935-36 130 109 114 110 112 119 116 
1936-37 oT 111 TS IEG) 119 TAS 120 
1935 - July ae 120 107 107 111 109 115 1 
August .. 120 108 109 105 108 an na. 
September 1eiks! 123 104 ES 106 107 114 ite 
October ES 128 107 na 106 107 VAT 114 
November 119 Heal 106 NS 109 110 120 Tay 
December 133 145 106 128 Jas} 120 133 130 
1936 - January 116 132 109 116 114 TUS, 120 116 
February 119 133 107 114 110 TI: 120 117 
March .. Tay 132 109 113 110 111 119 116 
INoreatal ae 118 129 108 114 109 1S 119 PLS 
May ae 119 132 110 114 Wail 112 eae TY 
June Aig 120 ile 110 Mas! 109 113 121 117 
July ae 22 130 109 116 Wis 107 121 1 Y/ 
August .. 120 128 109 AVS lal TALS 120 116 
September 20m eres 109 118 1) SS 120 116 
October LP 33 110 112 116 116 We 118 
November igo 139 eles UES 116 119 125 121 
December Ih / 55 ait 125 TY 132 138 Leo 
1937 - January 123 138 112 Tal? 116 120 25 120 
February eo TS | Halal EE 114 122 | 125 120 
March .. 123 35 Waa alatal 114 118 Tye 118 
April .. 124 136 109 Tale! 114 120 124 119 
May ay WY SIRS 138 Taek 114 vals! 121 126 120 
June Bt 126 141 110 114 TAS} eT 126 Weal 
July a8 129 ey Ie) 115 TUS) 124 2 aaa 
August .. 126 133 110 112 eS 121 124 118 
September Ler healss 110 117 nets LZ 25 119 
October aba! 140 110 Hales 114 ZS AT aH 
November 129 143 110 115 116 125 129 123 
Number of 
establishments now 599 102 120 35 14 939 939 


furnishing returns 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
AND QUBENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, 
and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales 
has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on 
employment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners. 

The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


Percentages of Employment and Unemployment _- All available wage-earners 
(a) Including and (b) Excluding as_ employed the full-time equivalent of 


men engaged part-time on relief works. 
Men enpaped part-time on relier works 


Percentage of all who are dependent on 
= and available for employment 
(a) Including as employed the, (b) Including all part-time 





Period 



























full-time equivalent of all relief workers as 
____ part-time relief workers unemployed 

Employed Unemployed Employed Unemployed 
Census of 30th June, 1933 74.4 25-6 fee 26.5 
1934 - June ae 80.5 TORS Utes eee 
1935 - June a 85.9 14.1 83.1 Los 
1936 - June a 897.3 10.7 Sirens 12.9 
September 90.0 10.0 88.6 11.4 
October .. 91.4 8.6 90.0 10.0 
November 16 8.4 9051 9.9 
December 92759 tical eke s 8.5 
1937 - January .. 90.4 9.6 89.2 10.8 
February O252 es 90.8 9.2 
March 30 92.2 Tole 90.8 sv 
April es 92.6 7.4 Cok 8.7 
May oe Oho! 6.9 91.9 loi 
June <0 93555 6D 92.3 Holt 
July ah 93.8 6.2 92.6 7.4 
August .. 94.3 Bat 93.0 7.0 
September 95.1 4.9 93.9 Gree: 
October .. 96.2 2.8 Egil 4.9 
November 96.9 shoal oul 4.3 








The indexes have recently been revised. In estimating the increase in the 
number of persons dependent on employment allowance has now been made for (a) increase in 
the proportion of females who are wage-earners, and (b) youths who were without occupation 
but were not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933. Adjustment for 
seasonal variations in employment is not made. 


At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment 
returned themselves as unemployed by reason of illness, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". 
This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment, is ex- 
cluded from the above indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage-earners, 
employed and unemployed. 


The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in 
June, 1933; 653,000 in June, 1937; and 686,000 in November, 1937. 


QUEENSLAND 
Employment _and Unemployment among Men Wage and Salary Earners 


| (a) Including as employed the | (b) Including "Intermittent 
full-time equivalent of Relief Workers" as 
Period unemployed 


part-time relief workers ¥ 
Unemployed 


ployed ! 


Employ Unemployed Employed 





Year 1933 719.8 PAD GR: 73.9 Zoe 
1934 84.9 Wat 80.1 19.9 
1935 89.0 ae O) 84.4 15/6 
1936 92.3 Text | 87.4 126 

3 months ended - 

1936 - March ae 91.0 9.0 855 Nae 
June Ae 91.8 Bee 86.4 Woe 
September 94.7 5.3 89.9 10.1 
December 91.9 Bin: 88.1 153.9 

~ Pe 91.4 re hey(a) 87.8 Wa 

os ws axe 93.6 6.4 90.0 LOO 
May AP 94.0 6.0 90.3 ait 

June te 94.3 Drei 90.5 9.5 

July ot 94.5 5D 90.7 one 

August .. 94.9 Sal Ore 8.8 
September 95.0 5.0 91.4 8.6 
October .. 95.2 4.8 91.5 Sa 


The above table is in terms of full-time empl j 
laa ployment and unemployment. 
Sle seasonal variation is excluded. Allowance has been made for an estimated annua). 
lige of 1.5% in the number of men dependent on employment. The approximate number 
of men in employment in October, 1937, excluding relief workers, was 170,720. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER, 1937 


, The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are, 
Similarly to those published in the past, derived from returns furnished by Trade Unions. 


The percentages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting Trade 
Unions for Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June quarter of 1932, when un- 
employment was at its maximum, to the December quarter of 1937, are as follows:- 


AUSTRALIA 
1932 - June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1933. - March quarter eono us 
June : Baier. L 
September" Perea i J 
December " 23.0 " " 
1934 - March quarter PLeg © 4 
June 5 20.9 " 3 
September " 20.4 u! 
December " 18368) " ic 
1935 - March quarter 18.6 " a 
June " Wie Ge ; 
September " ysis i 
December " pad sy 
1936 - March quarter 1354 9% s 
June e Ipsetey Us u 
September " 1as0 ™ i 
December " 10,7 —* a 
1937 - March quarter Pe a x 
June x Sy em! 3 
September " Coiar ‘s 
December " 8.2 " ‘ 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quar- 
ter, and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of November, 1937. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak point 
(30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous 
rise since the March quarter 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent. After remaining 
fairly constant at. 28.0 per cent. to 28.3 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 
1931 to February, 1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion 
of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of the membership. 


From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in 
the September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters the improvement was 
much more marked, amounting to 15 per thousand in the December quarter of 1932, and 16 
per thousand in the March quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment 
stood at 8.2 per cent. for the December quarter 1937. This is the lowest percentage of 
unemployment since August, 1927, when it was 6.7 per cent. Since the maximum point in 
May, 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 218 per 1,000 members, i.e. from 
30.0 per cent. in May, 193< to 8.2 per cent. in November, 1937. 


This improvement since May, 1932, has been experienced in all the States 
in the following order (per 1,000 members):- South Australia, 287; Western Australia, 
253; New South Wales, 231; Victoria, 204; Tasmania, 172; Queensland, 133. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 
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AUSTRALIA 
Number _and Membership of Trade Unions Reporting and Number 
and Perc centage of | of Unemployed 
March quarter, 1 1929 to December quarter, 1937. 


LT SN ne 





March 
Australia Quarter |Quarter /Quarter| Quarter |Quarter| Quarter |Quarter /Quarter 
1929 
Number of Unions .. 
Membership are 420,756 | 413,742 | 415,559] 422,113| 437,246] 447,714] 451,584/455, 608 
Unemployed - Number 39,159/124,068/106,652] 88,413} 46,863} 43,584) 42,145} 37,558 


Percentage 





STATES 





Percentage of Members of Trade Unions 
Reported as Unemployed in each State 
March quarter, 1929 to December quarter, 1937. 


June June Dec. June | Sept. | Dec. | 
Quarter |Quarter |Quarter|Quarter! Quarter |Quarter |Quarter| Quarter 








State 


1933 1934 1936 1937 1937 1937 
t | & j 

New South Wales 29.6 25.0 IC)5 ab 
Victoria se 23.0 18.0 aes 
Queensland ac D6 WA 6.6 
South Australia 30.0 25.4 Bois 
Western Australia 26.0 18.3 BSAt0) 
Tasmania sie 19.0 17.9 IO} 73 
TOTAL: 9.3 30.0 AAT 20.9 8.2 





This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician 
pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1930. 


ROLAND WILSON 


Commonwealth Statistician. 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 


Canberra, F.C.T. 20th January, 1938. 


